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Couples Commit to a Future

Editor: Anca Oancea

In this
issue:

Healthy relationship-building can
be challenging for the adults
institutionalized children become.

-Weddings

Commitments to marriage and
building a family are rare. This
summer, however, we at NOROC
celebrated with two couples:

-Work

Catalin and Vasilica, who now
live in Constanta; and

-Joys and

Cristi and Mariana, who met in
Speranta orphanage ten years
ago, and married August 23.
Mariana’s wedding dress from
David’s was sent by a
Connecticut congregation, and
NOROC-related Romanian
friends made sure the couple had
a wonderful wedding celebration.
These couples have committed
to breaking cycles of abuse and
poverty and are becoming
contributing members of their
communities, thanks in part to
NOROC's patience, nurture and
trust.
CELEBRATE !!

-Camps
teams
-Interns
concerns
-NOROC
thanks
you

Summer Camps
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2014 WORK TEAMS and INTERNS
Steven F Austin State
University
Thanks to NOROC s new partnership with Stephen F. Austin
State University, three faculty
and six freshmen from Nacogdoches, Texas worked eight
days in May in Tulcea.
Back in Nacogdoches, four
leadership classes had chosen
NOROC’s ministry as a service
project and selected the six students who came.
In 2013-14, they organized
runs and brainstormed fundraising ideas. One result is the
Christmas Cottage effort--the
“Casuta de Craciun.”

children under eight.
The group related with institutionalized kids, cooked a big
Tex-Mex meal for Bible Study
and helped organize our Granny Packs--educational and play
materials Big-Hearted Grannies
use in their daily time with

INTERNS

Dr. Osaro Airen and Dr. Adam
Peck joined Adriana Senciuc
and Anca Oancea, NOROC’s
psychologists, for a workshop
for frontline workers in the institutions. The topic was how,
practically, to work with children of trauma--to develop
trauma-informed practices.
into the future, with
FaceBook. We celebrate
these first SFASU interns
and hope there will be
more in the future!

SFASU’s team left behind interns Tori and Bethany, who
stayed in Tulcea for an eightweek internship, with a short
travel extension.

BE AN INTERN!

The interns lived down the hill
from the Louise Covington
Learning Center, which was
dedicated during their tenure.
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They decorated the Learning
Center crafts room, helped at
English Camp and “Passport to
Camp,” worked on the NOROC
online communications, and
enriched summer programs in
many ways.
Interns build relationships
with institutionalized kids,
some of which will continue far

Share your talents. We
welcome all ages, at any
time of year.
Generally, interns
spend 3 weeks in Tulcea.
Summer interns commit
6 weeks, in most cases.
To talk more, please
email Liz at
<thesearles@gmail.com>
or inquire via NOROC s
Abilene office.
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NOROC, Inc., a Christ-based 501(c)3 nonprofit, nurtures
orphaned and abandoned children in state institutions of
Tulcea County, Romania. The Romanian word
“NOROC” means “God Bless.”
Over 50 Romanian volunteers and staff seek to
address root causes of poverty by serving the spiritual,
developmental, social, emotional, educational, medical
and relationship needs of traumatized and at-risk
children and youth. A disproportionate number of
institutionalized children are ethnically Roma (Gypsies),
a stigmatized ethnic (and migrant) group in Europe.
New Opportunities for Romanian
Orphaned Children

Thanks to support from individuals and congregations
in many denominations, especially the PC(USA), Liz
Searles serves NOROC as a mission co-worker.

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/elizabeth-searles/
“Big-Hearted” programs offer children daily ongoing relationships: Grannies, tutors, friends,
small group leaders, psychologists-all share in NOROC’s healing work.
Please support this ministry of critical presence and care: Contact Carolyn White:
NOROC, Inc. 200 Hedges Rd., Abilene, TX 79605 (325) 692-2143 <NOROC9@suddenlink.net> or
donate online at ”noroc.org”

Joys and Concerns
Our greatest desire is that you
continue to lift up NOROC
staff and volunteers in your
prayers. Your in-kind and financial support makes possible
NOROC's ministries.
This year, we had more day
camps, but only one residential
camp--too costly. Building the
new Recreation Center is exciting and much-needed; and yet,
as we prepare to build, we are
hoping to continue offering full
ongoing programs of care, advocacy and spiritual and physical nurture--Grannies, friends,
tutors, Learning Center, Casa
Noastra, and more.

We need your continuing help
to forge a strong circle of caring
in Tulcea, Romania. You are an
integral part of this ministry of
critical care, and we thank you!
For more joys and concerns,
please see Liz's recent PC(USA)
newsletters at: http://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/missionconnections/
elizabeth-searles/
Order prayer cards at
https://www.pcusa.org/
resource/searles-elizabethprayer-card/
Liz will visit congregations
in early 2015 and early 2016.

Your gifts make NOROC
ministries happen!

