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our friends



Santa needs
help!



Notes of
thanks

Dear Friends,
“In life and death we belong to God.”
These are the opening words of the PC
(USA) Statement of Faith. I was reminded of them this past week as we
faced one of the most tragic losses since I
have been in Romania. We are all in
shock and mourning. Our first and longest serving small group leader Julia
Ivanov lost her husband, Stefan, in a
tragic accident in a storm on a lake in the
Danube Delta last week. He was the
chief protection officer for all the forest
lands in the Delta. Everyone in all the villages in the Delta knew Stefan. He was
personally was one of my favorite people.
His sense of humor, loving heart, generous spirit, love of family, and his devoted
faith cannot be replaced. Of course, his
family is devastated. He will be remembered for the light he brought into this
world for 50 years. (See page 3 for more.)
Before this tragedy, Julia and her group

helped with our first fantastic Halloween
carnival (along with most NOROC staff).
This was the idea of one of our newest
volunteers Gretel Enck, a Peace Corp volunteer who has adopted NOROC’s activities as one of her community projects.
One day she suggested that we do a Halloween carnival. We began and everyone
jumped on board. All the kids made
masks and costumes to “trick the ghosts”.
That’s all they needed to know. They had
seen Halloween on hundreds of TV shows
so they were thrilled to participate. We
nixed all the blood, haunted houses, etc.
and focused on dressing up and playing
games. It was a great success! (See below.)
I was doubly blessed that weekend because the NOROC personnel gave me a
surprise birthday party. I thank them all
from the bottom of my heart. I thank you
all for your never ceasing prayers.
Peace on Earth, Mary

Beginning A New NOROC Tradition
Contributed by Mary Ferris; photos by Petru Solca
We had a great turnout for our Halloween Party! We divided the children
into 4 groups to rotate through 4 activities: Paste the Nose on the Pumpkin,
Bobbing for Apples, Musical Halloween Symbols and, the piece de resistance, Pumpkin Piñatas (made by Gretel and one of our small groups)
stuffed with candy. Each game gave
out a small prize. After they finished

their games, the children returned to the
dining hall to receive instructions for “trick
or treating”. Nine different doors were
decorated on the three floors of the children’s home. They had to find the doors in
their small groups. Behind the doors were
older youth giving out candy and prizes.
We used many items from our donations:
circus items, toothbrushes, small toys, and
few candies.
Continued on page 2
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Beginning A New Tradition, continued
contributed by Mary Ferris; photos by Petru Solca

With 75 children attending,
we had not one
discipline problem...a first!

It was especially touching to see our
accountant, Nelu, as the shepherd for
the small group of little bitty children.
This was magical for them and he was
especially tender.
After the trick or treating, small cakes
in the shape of mini pumpkins (sort of)
were served. Finally, there was folk
dancing provided by one of the instructors at the center. All the left over
prizes were saved and we repeated a
mini version of the carnival the following
week at Gradinara, the center for the
children with mental problems, with
similar success.

Learning To Paint
Photos by Petru Solca
A chance to
“dabble” in the
art of icon
painting sparks
the interest of
several
students at
Speranta.

One of NOROC’s activity
choices for the children at
Speranta is painting. We are
fortunate to have an excellent
teacher, Irina Paul,
who
gives instruction in the art of
icon painting. The eager
young artists learn methods
for mixing colors and shading
as well as instruction in
techniques for this traditional
Orthodox art form.

Presentation Is Everything!
Photos by Petru Solca
Aurora Vasile has worked
for NOROC as a Big Hearted
Friend to mentor girls from
Speranta in the art of cooking
and sewing for over 10 years.
Here she teaches the girls to
be creativ e in their
presentation (and tasting) of
even the simplest of dishes.
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Small Group Gives Back To Their Leader
contributed by Mary Ferris; photos by Petru Solca
church to the grave site.
Several of them also kept the
night vigil with Julia for the
three nights required (in the
Orthodox tradition) after
death when the body cannot

Julia Ivanov’s small group
of young men (along with
some young women from
Speranta) carried the funeral
flowers in the procession
behind the casket from the

be left alone. Their devotion
to Julia reflects her devotion
to them as one of NOROC’s
small group leaders.

Miron Family Making Progress
contributed by Mary Ferris
I cannot forget to say
thank you to those who responded so generously with
support for the Miron family I
wrote about last month. The
extra money received was
used to buy a new soba
(ceramic tile wood burning
stove used for heating cottages) and firewood.
The
family did heroic work them-

selves to fix up their place
for the winter. In addition to
the many home repairs they
made all five school aged
children have been attending school EVERY single
day, as verified by the
schools. I made a “surprise”
visit and found the children
just returning from school
with their clean uniforms and

school supplies, which we
provided the first week of
school, still intact and well
cared for. The mother is so
proud that her children are
the only ones in their camp
compound attending school.
It is nice to support a family
that appreciates the help and
support they receive from
NOROC.

Santa Needs Help!
contributed by Mary Ferris
Now, with our focus on
preparing for Christmas, we
are turning the NOROC properties into Santa’s workshops. We have to prepare
over 400 Christmas packages this year. Sometimes
even Santa needs outside
help and we really do at this
time! We have had a yearly

budget shortfall of donations so far this year of
about $20,000 dollars. All
organizations, churches and
individuals wishing to make
an end of year donation to a
fantastic foundation may do
so by sending a donation to
NOROC, 200 Hedges, Abilene, Texas 79605.

Bags packed and ready to deliver in 2009.

NOROC is a Christ-based, non-profit organization. “Noroc” is a Romanian word
which means "God Bless." We've adopted it
as our name because it also reflects our
mission: To share God's blessings by
providing New Opportunities for Romanian Orphaned Children spiritually, developmentally, socially and medically.

NOROC,
Inc.

200 Hedges
Abilene, TX 79605
Phone: 1-325-692-0284
Fax: 1-325-692-2143
E-mail: noroc9@suddenlink.net

New Opportunities for Romanian
Orphaned Children

NOROC was founded to find ways to nurture these abandoned children. Currently,
NOROC's programs are focused in the orphanages of Tulcea County, Romania.
There we try to provide for children in material ways such as providing diapers,
school supplies, or adequate shoes. But at
an even more basic level of need our organization provides the loving relationships
these children so desperately crave thanks
to the day to day devotion of our Big
Hearted Grannies, Big Hearted Teachers, and Big Hearted Friends. Churches
and individual friends currently support this
mission. Please join us in our work.

Notes Of Thanks From The Heart
Contributed by recipients of NOROC’s support
I thank the NOROC Foundation for helping us each time
we asked for help, for all the
fun activities that we do, for
the annual bus tickets (because
without it we could not get to
school in time), for school
supplies, for school books, for
the camps, for all the trips and
for all the things we have
learned and especially, what is
the most important, for all the
moral support we have received from NOROC.
Gabriela
I thank NOROC for being my
first parents, helping me with
money for the things that I

needed, the collaboration
since 2002 when I was in the
orphanage and helping me
find a job.
Petrica
Thank you for music classes,
painting classes, the camping
trip, and shoes (I am wearing
them now) and most of all for
the chance to be a leader.
Daniel
After both parents died, I went
with my sisters to live in the
girl’s orphanage. Eventually
my sisters returned to our village; while I decided to stay to
complete my education. I
now attend high school. I am
very active in all of NOROC’s

activities including homemaking classes and service projects.
In addition, I help prepare the
meal for Thursday Bible Study,
visit the sick and elderly, and
help with young children. I
have learned to love life and am
so grateful for all that NOROC
has done to prepare me for a
better future.
Iuliana
NOROC has made a tremendous difference in the lives of
these young people! Please
give generously so NOROC
can continue to make a difference.
Carol Schempp,
Editor & member of NOROC
Board

