
    As you 
see from 
the photo, 
I’ve arrived 
in Tulcea. It 
h a r d l y 
seems pos-
sible that 
I’ve been 
here a 
mere 9 
days. Dur-
ing that 
time, I’ve 
v i s i t e d 
many of the 
s m a l l 
groups and 
state insti-

tutions and started Romanian language study, 
working with a tutor. 
    Everyone in Tulcea sends greetings and 
thanks to you all !! This work is so very critical 
to the lives of so many. I feel honored to be 
welcomed as a part of it. And welcomed I 
have been!   

Every time I worry about slaughtering the 
beautiful Romanian language, or fracturing 
cultural expectations, or making some other 
mistake, I just remember the line from the 
movie “Funny Girl”:  “Strangers should act a 
little strange.”  Also, I remember that, as 
Christians, we often are called to be 
“strangers in a strange land.” 
    These first days have confirmed for me 
that I am in the center of God’s will. Every-
thing is new, and yet familiar; the work may 
have days of difficulty, but there are so many, 
many days of joy. Those of you whom I’ve 
met have heard me say: “I don’t sell my life 
cheap, or to the highest bidder. I seek a min-
istry of critical presence.” 
    And NOROC is that ministry. Thank you 
for welcoming me to it. It is all of our ministry-
-yours and mine together. 
    As you rise out of the Easter season and 
into “ordinary time,” please keep the extraor-
dinary work of NOROC staff and volunteers 
in your thoughts and prayers and plans for 
giving, won’t you? In that way, you can help 
transform lives through the love of Jesus 
Christ!     Liz 
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NOROC’s mission is to offer 
activities for the healthy devel-
opment of the whole child. Par-
ticipation in organized sports 
fills one of these needs.  Here is 
the group of boys from Sper-
anta, the large home for chil-
dren and youth in Tulcea, after 
winning their first soccer match 
against one of the public 
schools in the city. (Rumor has 
it that a Kazoo Pep Band to 
cheer them on is in the planning 
stages!) These activities bring 
hope (speranta) as well as a 
sense of accomplishment. 

 “Speranta” Soccer Team Fosters Hope 
                                                                                       photo by Petru Solca 



P a g e  2  

NOROC spon-
sors many ac-
tivities for the 
youth at the 
children’s 
home.  Table 
tennis tourna-
ments are 
among the fa-
vorites.  There 
were 3 age 
groups, 9 
prizes, and re-
freshments for 
all of the par-
ticipants.  Petru 
reports that the 
boys had so 
much fun! 

Build it and they will come... photos by Petru Solca 

  

 

N O R O C  N e w s  

The property 
obtained by 
NOROC to 
build an activ-
ity center had 
a partially fin-
ished existing 
building to be 
used as an all 
purpose meet-
ing facility.  A 
roof was re-
cently added 
for protection 
while plans are 
completed for 
the rest of the 
“villa”.  

Table Tennis Anyone?        photos by Petru Solca 



   Small groups forge community 
                                                                                                                  photos by Petru Solca  
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1. Prayers for the Searles family, Doug, Liz, MacKenzie and McCleary,  as 
they all adjust to Liz’s new ministry as the PC(USA) Mission Co-Worker   
partnered with NOROC. 

2. Prayers for NOROC’s special events during the Orthodox Lent and Easter 
on May 5th, that there may be meaningful and transformational experi-
ences. 

3. Prayers for the NOROC Grannies, Teachers, and Friends as they work 
with the children and youth. 

4. Prayers for every child experiencing or recovering from abuse or aban-
donment. 

5. Thanks for the continuing support of the Presbyterian Women making it 
possible for NOROC to provide an activities center building which will ex-
pand the choices offered by  NOROC. 

6. Thanks for our supporters and sponsors in the United States and else-
where. 

7. Celebration for the gift of the Louise Covington Memorial Library which is 
being donated by members of First Presbyterian Church, Lubbock.  Still in 
the “construction” phase this library will provide a much needed re-
source.  The bookshelves are in...next come the books! 

   Prayer Requests, Thanks, and Celebrations 

Small group activities continue to be an 

important part of NOROC focus for the 

school age, high school, and post high 

school youth.  From birthday celebrations 

to art lessons, and from athletics to Bible 

study, the weekly activities give these 

young people and young adults the oppor-

tunity to build relationships with each 

other and with the NOROC adults in a 

safe, nurturing environment.  One of our 

goals is to build community within and 

among the children in the state orphanage 

system.  Liz Searles, our new Mission Co-

Worker has been “making the rounds” to 

see what the NOROC small groups are all 

about.  Not the least of these special 

groups is the NOROC staff, pictured di-

rectly at right. 



In Romania March 1st marks the 

celebration of a holiday called 

“Martisor”.  Traditionally, small 

trinkets called “martisor” are 

made and given to women as a 

reminder that Winter will soon be 

over and Spring is on its way.  

Red and white threads are 

twined together: red symbolizes 

the heat of summer and white 

the cold of winter.  At the end of 

March the martisoare are tied to 

the branch of a fruit tree.  Here, 

students are making martisoare 

to give to the NOROC staff in 

appreciation of their guidance 

and friendship.  This celebration 

is said to have originated in an-

cient Roman times.  However, in 

modern day Romania it is a de-

lightful way to honor those who 

have a special place in your life. 
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NOROC is a Christ-based, non-profit organization. 

Noroc is a Romanian word which means "God 

Bless." We've adopted it as our name because it 

also reflects our mission: To share God's bless-

ings by providing New Opportunities for Ro-

manian Orphaned Children spiritually, devel-

opmentally, socially and medically. 

NOROC was founded to find ways to nurture 

these abandoned children. Currently, NOROC's 

programs are focused in the orphanages of Tulcea 

County, Romania. There we try to provide for chil-

dren in material ways such as providing diapers, 

school supplies, or adequate shoes. But at an 

even more basic level of need our organization 

provides the loving relationships these children so 

desperately crave thanks to the day to day devo-

tion of our Big Hearted Grannies, Big Hearted 

Teachers, and Big Hearted Friends.  Churches 

and individual friends currently support this mis-

sion. Please join us in our work.  

NOROC, 
Inc. 
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