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From the desk of Mary Ferris

Special
points of interest:


Stories and
photos from
Camp Romania 2011



Grant funds
summer
camps for
foster children in Tulcea County



A message
from Rich
Schempp

Dear friends and supporters of NOROC,
What are your favorite childhood memories of
summer vacations? Camping? Swimming?
Trips to the beach? Horseback riding? Lazy days
just hanging out and making crafts? Going to fun
places? Thanks to our mission team from Texas,
the NOROC Tulcea staff, and other volunteers
over 200 children from the Child Protection System in Tulcea will have some wonderful summer
memories.
These memories began in June with the arrival of the Mission Team from Palo Duro Presbytery. They had special activities planned for all
ages. The youngest children were treated to
play dates at a local indoor play room, appropriately called the Happy Club. They love this place
and would not have an opportunity to go if it was
not for NOROC. Then the mission team treated
the elementary aged and middle school children
from Speranta to a summer church camp experience at Sunshine Christian Camp on the banks
of the Delta. (Photos page 2)
After the team left, the fun has continued.
This year, for the first time, NOROC and Sunlight
Camp have co-sponsored two camps for children
from foster families. The camps were partially
supported by a grant from the local Tulcea City
council. Thanks to Cristina Chiliov (one of NOROC’s social workers), Mr. Solca, and Mr. Dinu
(the director of Sunlight Camp) we applied for
and received a grant for this unique project. Not
only did the camps benefit the foster children but

their parents also had the opportunity for a much
needed break and were thrilled to see their children have an experience they would not have
been able to have otherwise. All of NOROC’s
staff participated in these two camps, providing
wonderful leadership for these 50 children. Also,
this summer the children from the orphanages will
have a chance to go to the seaside and on weekly
outings for swimming and horseback riding thanks
to NOROC’s help. (Photos page 3)
Another special experimental program was
developed by Cristina Chiliov for children who
have shown exceptional behavior and good aptitude for working with animals. These children will
get weekly personal instructions from Dr. Stefan,
the vet who has the horse riding stables. He will
work daily with different children to train them to
ride and show the horses. At the end of the summer they will have the opportunity to enter a contest and show their horses.
In addition to these special summer adventures, the children will continue with their regular
small group activities. What a blessing that these
children will have happy childhood memories
thanks to all of you who are praying and supporting NOROC!
God Bless you all,
Rev. Mary K. Ferris
(Mary is in the United States to begin sharing her
experiences as a Mission Co-Worker for PC(USA)
in Romania for the last 10 years.)

West Meets East: from Texas to Tulcea
This year’s mission team from Palo Duro Presbytery is pictured with one of the groups they worked
with during Camp Romania 2011. College age
members were: Austin Roeder, Thomas
Johansen, Eric Wills, Will Minter, Michael Miller,
Nicholas Cast, Jessica Golden, Vera Minter, Julia
Six, Tiffany Higganbotham, and Emily Pierce.
Adult members included Fred & Carolyn White,
Jennifer Cleveland, Judy Miller, and Janice Six.
See pages 2 and 3 for more details and photos!
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Romania Offers Beautiful Sights
photos by Petru Solca

The mission group
takes time
to view
some of
Romania’s
historic
sights and
beautiful
scenery.

West Meets East...

Volunteers from
Palo Duro Presbytery give time
and talents to
conduct camps
for Romanian
orphans.

NOROC

News

continued from page 1
photos by Petru Solca

Volume 8, Issue

Page 3

5

Jesus: Light of the World
contributed by Janice Six
“Jesus: Light of the World” was
the theme for this year’s VBS and
camp experience offered to the children served by NOROC in Tulcea,
Romania. In addition to the 40-plus
children who participated in VBS
that was held at the orphanage, the
Camp Romania 2011 team held the
following activities:





3-day resident camp for 28 midhigh and high school age youth
at a nearby camp along the
Danube
Games and activities in a local
park with a group of approxi-

mately 20 children with special
needs.



Enjoyable playtime with 30plus pre-school children at a
local playroom.



Games and activities with 6
kindergarten children who live
in a center next to the orphanage.

In addition to providing the
above opportunities to the orphaned children, the Camp Romania 2011 team helped host a banquet honoring the employees of

NOROC. There were more than 70
people in attendance for this enjoyable evening in Tulcea. Gift bags
provided
and
assembled
by
members of First
Central Presbyterian
Church
(Abilene), were
given out, along
with cloth tote
bags bearing the
new
NOROC
logo that were a
gift from the
Camp Romania
2011 team.

Foster Children at Camp Sunlight
photos contributed by Petru Solca

NOROC is a Christ-based, non-profit organization. Noroc is a Romanian word which means
"God Bless." We've adopted it as our name because it also reflects our mission: To share
God's blessings by providing New Opportunities for Romanian Orphaned Children
spiritually, developmentally, socially and
medically.
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New Opportunities for Romanian
Orphaned Children

NOROC was founded to find ways to nurture
these abandoned children. Currently, NOROC's
programs are focused in the orphanages of Tulcea County, Romania. There we try to provide
for children in material ways such as providing
diapers, school supplies, or adequate shoes. But
at an even more basic level of need our organization provides the loving relationships these
children so desperately crave thanks to the day
to day devotion of our Big Hearted Grannies,
Big Hearted Teachers, and Big Hearted
Friends. Churches and individual friends currently support this mission. Please join us in our
work.

From the NOROC, Abilene Board
Contributed by Rich Schempp
Dear Friends and Supporters of
NOROC,
The Board of NOROC, Abilene is so grateful for your support of NOROC over the years. I
know of no other organization
that has made any greater difference in the lives of some of the
neediest children anywhere in
the world than NOROC. It has
been such a great pleasure to be
a part of this organization, and I
am eagerly looking forward to its
continued ministry in the years
ahead.
Some years ago, one of the
Romanian bureaucrats told one
of the children, “Yes, they may
say they are going to help you

now, but they’ll be gone and then
who will take care of you?” We
are committed to see that that
does not happen! We plan to be
in Romania for the long haul. We
know that we can continue to
make a significant difference
when people work together and
commit themselves to this important work.
As much as I would like to say
that things are improving in Romania in regard to the treatment
of children in the orphanage system, I cannot say that. It seems
that every step forward in followed
by three steps back. The current
world economy is tasking a significant toll on the progress that has
been made. Thus, the needs con-

tinue to grow. Financial support
for NOROC has been slow in
coming this year. If you are a
regular supporter, thank you. If
you, your congregation, your civic
organization, your circle, etc. can
send a donation of any size it is
needed and we are grateful! NOROC is one of the few charitable
organizations with virtually no administrative
costs.
Whatever
funds we get go directly to support the children. Thank you for
partnering with us in this unique
ministry. We look forward to your
continued support.
Rev. Richard Schempp
President
NOROC, Abilene

