
 Greetings from “On the Road” in Texas! 
    This has been a wonderful season of 
learning and introductions as I travel in 
Texas, speaking in congregations and meet-
ing those whose labors have increased NO-
ROC's reach and depth. I was able to spend 
ten days in Georgetown with Mary Ferris, 
meeting friends in Mission Presbytery and 
others. It has been a real gift to get a full pic-
ture of NOROC's staff, the state institutions 
for orphans in Romania, programs that have 
been successful in the past, and hopes for 
the future. 
    Now I am with Fred and Carolyn White in 
Abilene, and writing to you. My days are 
spent getting my pre-departure health check 
up, my inoculations, and health advice. My 
health and well-being have now been thor-
oughly assessed, believe you me!  
    Soon, however, I will need to move north, 
out of the welcoming nest at the Whites. I 
hope I will get to meet many of you. Some of 
you have visited Romania and seen NO-
ROC's work first hand, so I will able to learn 
from your experiences and observations. 
    On March 3, I will rejoin my husband 
Douglas in Connecticut, repack my bags, and 
head for Moscow. I have been invited to a 
conference on orphan care in Smolensk, es-
pecially focusing on nurture for those rising 

out of the orphanages. From there, I will 
make visits in Russia, Ukraine and Moldova, 
arriving in my new home in Tulcea in late 
March. 
    Please keep me in your prayers as I arrive 
in Romania, begin language study, meet the 
75 people and more who make up NOROC's 
Romania staff and volunteers, and embark 
upon my new life and ministry. My husband, 
Doug Searles, will be joining me in early July. 
    This is a season of discovery, learning and 
preparation. Please continue to hold the NO-
ROC work and staff in your prayers. In 
March, please lift up special prayers for me 
as I travel and arrive in Romania. After my 
journeys around Texas, Russia, Ukraine and 
Moldova, it will be good to sleep under the 
same roof every night, and to know that I will 
be seeing the same people day after day for 
the next three years. 
 
I am always happy to hear your news! 
You can reach me at: 
<thesearles@gmail.com> or SKYPE me at: 
Flight128. 
 
Praying forward! 
Liz Searles 
PC(USA) Mission Co-worker 
partnered with NOROC 
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Our new missionary Liz Searles wanted to share Petru Solca's photos when she speaks 
with groups. The result is this slideshow. It is silent--no sound--so you can scroll it on a 
screen or wall during a potluck, or during the prelude or offertory in worship, or anytime.   
You can share NOROC's work and world with others by sharing this link: 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tsl3v3syodQ&feature=youtu.be 

(Highlight link and Control + Click) 
 
Please let us know what you think--comments or additions or ideas for improvements are 
welcome! 

    Slideshow Helps Introduce NOROC’s Work 



P a g e  2  

Members of the 
NOROC staff 
worked fever-
ishly to hang 
the  icons 
painted on 
glass by the 
students of 
Irina Pal.  Irina 
is employed as 
one of  NO-
ROC’s Big 
Hearted Friends 
to teach stu-
dents in the or-
phanage the 
fine art of icon 
painting. 

Preparing the gifts…               photos by Petru Solca 

  

 

N O R O C  N e w s  

Many hours of 
preparation 
go into orga-
nizing and 
packing the  
Christmas 
gifts for the 
children in all 
of the orphan-
ages.  Hun-
dreds of pack-
ages are pre-
pared and de-
livered by NO-
ROC. 

Preparing the exhibition...     photos by Petru Solca 



Delivering the gifts with love and joy... 
                                                                                                                  photos by Petru Solca  
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1) Prayers for Liz Searles in March: 

• First, as she travels to the Smolensk, Russia orphan care conference, and then as she makes site visits 
and meets mission co-workers, orphanage workers and people in Roma settlements in Russia, Ukraine 
and Moldova. 

• Second, as she travels from Chisinau, Moldova to her new home in Tulcea, Romania. 

• Third, as she settles into language study, begins building relationships with NOROC staff, and discerns 
how to use her gifts to meet needs in the state institutions of Tulcea, County. 

2) Prayers for patience during the long, harsh winter when it is very cold, often inside as well as outside. 
3) Prayers as the designs for the new Gym Hall are developed in preparation for groundbreaking in the 
Spring. 
4) Prayers for those who are still being abandoned by their families: 

• For Daniela Radu, a teenager who was removed from a loving foster family and sent to live in the or-
phanage in Tulcea. 

• For Cristina Romaniuc, a teenage girl who was recently put into the system after being abandoned by 
her parents. 

 5)  Celebration for those who continue to support NOROC with prayers and resources. 

Prayer Requests, Concerns and Celebrations 

 



NOROC works to fos-

ter the spirit of giving 

by organizing service 

projects so the young 

people in the orphan-

age can reach out to 

the community.  Some 

of the older youth bring 

holiday cheer and 

small gifts to the resi-

dents of the Home for 

the Elderly. 

NOROC, Inc. 
200 Hedges 
Abilene, TX 79605 
 

Phone: 1-325-692-0284 
Fax: 1-325-692-2143 
E-mail: NOROC9@suddenlink.net 
NOROC Website:  www.noroc.org 

NOROC is a Christ-based, non-profit organiza-

tion. Noroc is a Romanian word which means 

"God Bless." We've adopted it as our name be-

cause it also reflects our mission: To share 

God's blessings by providing New Opportu-

nities for Romanian Orphaned Children 

spiritually, developmentally, socially and 

medically. 

NOROC was founded to find ways to nurture 

these abandoned children. Currently, NOROC's 

programs are focused in the orphanages of Tul-

cea County, Romania. There we try to provide 

for children in material ways such as providing 

diapers, school supplies, or adequate shoes. But 

at an even more basic level of need our organi-

zation provides the loving relationships these 

children so desperately crave thanks to the day 

to day devotion of our Big Hearted Grannies, 

Big Hearted Teachers, and Big Hearted 

Friends.  Churches and individual friends cur-

rently support this mission. Please join us in our 

work.  

NOROC, 
Inc. 

  

 Reaching out to others                          photos  by Petru Solca                                                                                                  
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